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current year will probably be reduced there are others under
which it will be greatly increased, and the Committee

estimate that the expenditure will be heavy. Unfortunately
the income of the College is not likely to increase. During
the past year it was ;E537 less than in the previous year, and
the main decrease is due to the smaller receipts from the
examinations, and chiefly from the examinations for the

Membership of the College, the receipts from the First and
Second Examinations continuing their downward course.

The decrease is partly attributable to the addition of a

year to the curriculum of study, which innovation has now
been in force for two years; but we strongly suspect
that the bulk of it is due to a loss of popularity
by the College. The Council will probably soon begin to
see that the prosperity of the College depends not upon
the Fellows but upon the Members of the College, and
that if the institution is to continue to flourish measures

must be adopted to attract the rank and file of

the profession and to counteract the competition
of the universities and other bodies. The needs of

the College will be the opportunity of the Members,
and it rests with the Members themselves to make

the most of the opportunity thus presented to them.

A temperate exposition of their claims and a firm,
but conciliatory, attitude will tend to enlist the sym-

pathies of the Fellows, of whom not a few are,

we have reason to believe, convinced that the

Members are justly entitled to a share in the

government of the College and to representation on

the Council. At the annual meeting, if we set aside the

women’s question, the course will be clear for the Members,
and we sincerely trust that those who speak in their behalf
will display that unrumed temper and that calmness and

cogency of argument which are worthy of the great and

important cause which it is their privilege to advocate.

Annotations.
"Te quid nimis."

THE STUDY OF LEGAL MEDICINE.

THE Medico-Legal Society of America is an institution of
established position in the United States which devotes
itself to the advancement of legal medicine. The study is
one that in recent years has grown very markedly both in
importance and in precision; indeed, these two aspects
really represent under different points of view one and the
same advance. It is precisely because in recent years the
scientific bases upon which it rests have gained in breadth
and exactitude that the practical aspect and application of
the study have gained in importance. But at this point
we pass from the precise sphere of legal medicine and
enter those of physical science on the one hand and of

jurisprudence on the other. New instruments within the
last quarter of a century have opened up new fields of in-
vestigation and laid bare new ways of approaching truth,
but the discovery of the principles upon which these new
inventions rest and their adaptation to the physical uses to
which they can be applied are tasks that fall within the
sphere of the physical sciences rather than within that of
medical jurisprudence. The medical jurist takes these

things as data and proceeds to ascertain how they
can be utilised in the practice of the law and to what

extent they necessitate or suggest improvements in the

existing methods of procedure. The same thing may be
said of the development of mental pathology. Criminal

responsibility and the right to be the custodian of one’s own
affairs, although matters of profound interest, are too special
to be studied apart to any advantage. Both depend upon
the general relationship between the individual affected and
society at large. All that the student of forensic medicine
can do is to apply in this department the results reached
by workers whose interest is primarily engaged with the
morbid facts themselves, and he must thus be content to
walk in the wake of confreres who are occupied with the
more elementary facts. But in recent years the progress
all along the line of scientific investigation and discovery
has been so rapid that the difficulty with those who
labour in the field of the applied sciences has been to keep
the pace and not to make it, and so it comes to pass that the
Medico-Legal Society, in common with many kindred institu-
tions, is able to show an excellent record of progress achieved
in the region which chiefly engages its attention. It must

not, however, be supposed that in pointing out the de-

pendence of legal medicine upon the physical sciences we are
in any way disparaging the work of those who have the

practical end of improved juridical practice directly in view;
on the contrary, we desire to point out that their labours
clothe the abstract scientific truths with new significance
and harness them to serviceable ends. And in this direction
there lie great possibilities of usefulness before the American
society. 

-

GOOD AND BAD TEETH.

THAT the tendency to decay of the teeth is in some way
dependent on a deficiency of lime salts has often been

assumed ; it is only lately, however, that crucial investiga.
tions can be said to have settled the question. In a series of

remarkably interesting articles, concluded in the current

number of the Journal of the British Dental Association, on
the Analysis of the Teeth, Mr. Charles Tomes records some
quantitative estimates of his own and compares them with
those of Dr. Black recently published in America. After

describing in detail his method of estimating the various
constituents of dentine, obtained from sets of teeth in

his own possession, Mr. Tomes remarks: "Taking all teeth
examined the percentage of lime salts in dentine is 71’9.
"I am inclined, however, to think Dr. Black is right
in thinking that the percentage of lime salts is not the

factor which determines the liability to caries, for in one
set of teeth, in which the wisdom teeth were barely in
place, two bicuspids had been largely affected, there was
incipient caries between many of the teeth, one wisdom
tooth was badly decayed, and the incisors were markedly
striated transversely ; yet this set of teeth gave an

average of 71’4 per cent. of salts, whilst another much
worn dentition, quite free from any trace of caries,
also gave 71’4 per cent. of salts ; that is to say, both
were 0’5 below the general average." It must cer-

tainly come as a surprise, not merely that teeth which
we recognise as types of vigorous, healthy formation
should be no better off in lime salts than those presenting all
the signs of liability to decay, but, moreover, that teeth worn
down by attrition, in which it has been assumed an extra
calcification has taken place, should actually be below the
average percentage of lime salts. Another curious outcome
of these investigations arose from a statement by Dr. Black
that there were differences in the amount of mineral matter
in teeth taken from the same individual. Mr. Tomes, in
confirmation, adds: " But I also find an unexpected fact
which is of much interest. The differences are not for-

tuitous, for I have found that the incisors and canines

uniformly contained a smaller portion of mineral matter than
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the molars." He gives the proportion as follows: incisors,
71-2 per cent. inorganic salts and 28’8 per cent. organic
matter and water; molars, 73 per cent. inorganic salts and
27 per cent. organic matter and water. This further appears
to support the view that the proportion of lime salts is not a
chief factor in the production of decay, for the molar teeth
are certainly more prone to decay than the incisors, although
according to these figures the former are richer in lime salts
than the latter. Mr. Tomes has promised to carry his in-
vestigations further; meanwhile he suggests that the differ-
ence between good and bad teeth may lie in the amount of
combined water, in the proportion of calcium carbonate, in
the nature of the organic matrix, or, finally, it may not lie in
the dentine at all, but may be a difference in the enamel."

"POPULAR REMEDIES."

THAT the general public are taking an increased interest in
medical matters is shown in many ways. Current literature
is full of the subject, and the medical element in the modern
novel has been referred to in these columns on several

occasions. The stage, too, often puts before the public
studies in which morbid processes both of mind and body
occupy a conspicuous position, and the daily press displays
an avidity for the latest cures of incurable diseases. This
is the burden of Dr. Nestor Tirard’s excuse for taking
’’ Popular Remedies " as the subject of an address which
he delivered on Monday last before a lay audience at King’s
College, London. Dr. Tirard laid most stress on the folk-
lore aspect of the subject, and from this point of view there
is a wealth of interesting material, humorous and instructive,
which might well occupy the attention of both the lay and
the medical public. Many of the old popular remedies,
while absurd in their composition as a whole, contained one
ingredient which undoubtedly possessed a therapeutic value,
and the other components of the remedy were introduced
merely to minister to that innate craving of humanity which
is for ever seeking after the rare or mysterious. On the other

hand, the principle of faith-healing no doubt underlies the
old recipes which contained drugs and things of no known
therapeutic value whatever. General attention to diet, exer-
cise, sleep, and the use of hot and cold water internally and I

externally, and a "return to the ways of physiological
righteousness," may do much to cure diseased states of the
body. All these things were done or brought about if the

patient religiously followed out the instructions in many of ‘
the old prescriptions; for, amongst other things, the patient 1
had often to collect the ingredients composing the prescrip- ]
tion himself, and this would frequently entail early rising (for 

I

some plants had to be gathered early in the morning) ; and "
active exercise where the object sought was rare and difficult 1
to obtain. The aspect of the subject, however, which will 1
most interest our own profession is that which the lecturer
touched upon when speaking of modern popular remedies as J
exemplified in the growing fashion for using Murphy’s
Vlerciless Mixture, Pongo’s Puerile Pills, or Pudge’s
Pungent Plasters. As when we hear a tune played for
the first time on a street organ we perhaps take no
notice of it, and later, hearing the same tune again, we ]
recognise it as the tune we previously heard, and ]
hen by-and-bye the catchy air has so insidiously worked

its way into our brain that we catch ourselves humming
- "’He music-hall song of which we do not know 1

’he words, and if we did should not, probably, give
vtterance to them, so the alliterative titles of the specious "
patent medicine advertisements play upon the mind
t’ the public until familiarity brings about the desired

’uject of the advertiser. Another cause which the lecturer
thinks contributes to the popularity of these nostrums lies I
in the growth of medical knowledge. The young medical

men of the day, believing the cure of certain morbid con-

ditions of the body to be hopeless, instead of attempting to
battle with these conditions, tell their patients that nothing
can be done for them. And here is the opening for the
nostrum dealer, who promises everything and whose state-
ments are always positive and never negative. The popular
remedies of a nation also afford some index of its health
and habits, and, in spite of the views often expressed
in works of modern fiction, the moral health of this country
has of late been essentially respectable, for an analysis of
the drugs used in prescriptions for the past ten years shows
that tonics, stomachics, and such-like drugs are of far

more frequent use than preparations of mercury and iodide
of potassium. 

-

BATHS AT BATH.

SOME friction has been caused by the management of the
baths at Bath. The committee a few weeks ago, at the

suggestion of a well-known physician, decided to introduce
the &deg;  Thermalsoolbad," so that patients could have this
method of treatment without the trouble and expense of

going to the Continent. The committee passed a by-law as
to the use of the bath which was thought to be somewhat
stringent, and most of the medical practitioners of Bath

felt themselves aggrieved at this. Some of the inhabitants,
too, are complaining of the extra expenditure at the baths,
but as these form the chief attraction of the city the

majority of the residents will not hesitate to keep their

baths up to the highest state of perfection. There is only
one member of the medical profession on the Baths Com-
mittee, which is certainly not snfficient, considering how
many medical men in Bath are interested in the baths and
have patients using them. If the profession had been more
fully represented on the committee the friction alluded to in
all probability would never have occurred.

" MORAL PATHOLOGY."

WE are coming to speak of a modern science of ethics
as of some new revelation, and such in a sense it
is. In the same way we talk of a new planet. Both,
in fact, are ages old, but are now for the first time

explained to us by a new interpretation. There nee

be no surprise, therefore, when we find that many sug-
gestions and assertions made in our own day on the

authority of original thought and observation have long
ago found expression in other phrases, whether these be
the maxims of daily practice, the records of independent
reflection, or the accepted doctrine of sacred writings.
To explain these truths anew in the language of
cause and effect is not, therefore, to teach them for

the first time, but to corroborate them by establishing
their essential connexion with other facts of life. Ethical
science thus becomes areconciler of opinions respecting the
natural and what we have known hitherto as the super-
natural. Its teaching goes far to verify the real unity of
terms apparently so diverse and to show that the laws of
action to which they are related are often, if not always,
virtually identical. Recent literature has repeatedly fur-
nished us with suggestions illustrative of this unity. The

processes of biology, social usage, and morality have again
and again been proved to follow similar lines of action,
and this resemblance is, perhaps, nowhere better seen

than in the parallel changes observed in physical disease
and moral disorder. We have before us an interesting
contribution to this subject in a handbook on " Moral

Pathology " by Dr. Arthur E. Giles. In a series of
brief chapters he traces the progressive effects and varia-
tions of moral evil from its probable origin in some act
of bodily indulgence-some "fall" of the man, or rather

of the child-through further developments to the more
or less complete deformation of character. The analogy
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between moral wrongdoing and disease is carefully and 1

closely followed throughout, and is described with force and I

clearness. The moral physician, in order to treat successfully
the complex forms of soul sickness with which he has to do,
must, as is truly said, be equally well endowed with insight,
sympathy, experience, and the influence of personal example.
A chapter on moral diatheses will instruct very many. The

right use of egoism as a motor of good actions is worth noting,
so also is a chapter on the causation of moral disease. We
have been particularly attracted to the observations on

selfishness ; in opposition to this vice we seem to find the
clue to a perfect reformation. Dr. Giles’s preference for

healthy altruism as a remedy rather than for merely negative
self-sacrifice will commend itself to most readers. It is

encouraging to find that even in a study so sombre as moral
pathology we are in sight of a hopeful prognosis. Moral

death, it is maintained, is unknown to man, though a species
of soul coma is not. Recovery is always pos&ible, provided
that the will, captive to evil, be aroused to efforts of

release by a stimulus of sufficient power. The remarks on

treatment, though necessarily short in a work professedly
descriptive of disease, are characterised in an eminent degree
by friendly wisdom and practical good sense. In particular
we may notice three : (1) that careful moral training should
begin in childhood ; (Z) that such instruction should at any
age and as far as possible be individual rather than general ;
and (3) that in order to succeed it must be sympathetic. Such
rational suggestions as the above are of happy augury when
we regard them as expressing the active purpose of the new
and yet primeval science of ethics.

TUBERCULOSIS OF THE BONES, MUSCLES, AND
EYES OF CATTLE.

IN the inspection of the carcases of animals destined for
the food of mankind something more is necessary for the
detection of tuberculosis than a cursory examination of the

lungs and lymph glands, as the lesions are sometimes
observed in the hard tissues and muscles, which are not
usually cut into for investigation. In a German periodical
devoted to the hygiene of flesh and milk the remark is made
as to the comparative infrequency of tubercles in the fiesh of
cattle, and especially in the myocardium. In the latter
situation only one instance had been observed until

recently ; this was in a cow which had very extensive tuber-
culosis of the pleura, and in the wall of the right ven-
tricle there was a tuberculous mass as large as a

bean. Not long ago at the Leipzig abattoir a calf six
weeks old and in good condition was slaughtered, and on
dressing the carcase it was found to be affected with

generalised tuberculosis-the lungs, pleura, and lymphatic
glands of the neck, chest, and abdomen, as well as the liver,
spleen, kidneys, &c., being involved. On the right side of the
heart, near the surface, and only separated from each other
by a thin muscular partition, were two masses of tubercle,
each as large as a hazel-nut. One was embedded in the wall

of the left ventricle, near the auriculo-ventricular groove,
and the other at the apex of the organ, on the middle of its
anterior surface. Another veterinary abattoir inspector had
some time ago discovered a case in which there was tuber-
culosis of the sternum, the elbow-joint, and the pectoral
muscles. More recently he has met with another instance of
muscular tuberculosis, which was apparently not primary, but
consecutive to tuberculosis of the cartilage of the seventh rib.
The latter was completely destroyed at certain points, the
remaining portions containing yellow, rounded, cup-shaped
nodules, which when removed left circular cavities that neither
in colour nor appearance could be distinguished from normal
cartilage. Around the diseased cartilage there were seven
small abscesses, one of which was open; the pus in these
contained the tubercle bacillus. The cow was the subject of

thoracic and abdominal tuberculosis. There are a number of

cases of ocular tuberculosis in the ox recorded in veterinary
literature, and among the latest are two described by Herr
Winter of Bromberg. The first case was that of a

four-year-old Dutch cow, which was so stupid or

stupefied as to be insensible to the voice and to

blows. At its necropsy generalised tuberculosis was

noted, the pleura, lungs, peritoneum, lymphatic glands,
liver, kidneys, ovaries, and udder, as well as the brain

and its coverings, being diseased. The cornea of the right
eye was opaque, bluish-grey in some places and bluish-black
in others. Near the internal angle there was a prominent
mass formed of lenticular tubercles, and the sclerotic also

showed pyriform and lenticular projections that appeared to
come from the interior of the eye. At the junction of the
cornea with the sclerotic there was another mass of the
diameter of a 50-centime piece. The interior of the ocular

globe was fully occupied by a caseous mass, bright yellow in
colour, semi-fluid, and containing calcareous particles. At

the papilla of the optic nerve the retina was separated
from its deeper layer by cheesy tubercles ; the pro-
minences seen on the outside of the sclerotic were found
to be situated between that and the choroid coat, and were
calcified in some places and puriform in others. The crystal.
line lens could not be recognised, and the iris was con-

founded with the cornea. By the aid of the microscope
tubercle bacilli were found everywhere. The other cae
was that of an emaciated cow also affected with generalised
tuberculosis. The right cornea was turbid and of a dark-
blue tint ; at the margin of the sclerotic there were several
yellowish tubercles each about the size of a lentil; the

vitreous humour was muddy and opaque, but the retina and
crystalline lens were normal. The posterior surface of the
iris was partially adherent to the lens by a thin white layer,
and on its anterior surface there were nodules which could
be seen through the cornea, with yellow miliary tubercles
grouped in tufts or in grape-like masses at its lower border
where it joined the cornea. In all these neo-formations the
tubercle bacilli abounded. 

___

I WHEN IS SKIMMED MILK NOT SKIMMED MILK P

MR. HADEN CORSER, the magistrate at Clerkenwell Police-
court, expressed himself in the following terms last week on
the occasion of a summons against certain refreshment-room
proprietors for selling to their customers milk from which
the fat had been abstracted to the extent of 15 per
cent.: "I am sorry my judgment is bound by the case

which has been decided in a superior court. I consider
the section referred to was passed to prevent wholesale

milk - sellers or retail dealers from skimming off the

cream and knowingly selling poor milk. I am bound by
the decision of the higher court, although I am convinced
an injustice has been done. I am bound to do an injustice
in this case because a superior court orders me to do it. I

shall impose a fine of 6d. and the cost of the summons."
Mr. Haden Corser urged, as the basis of these remarks,
that if milk were put in a pan the cream rose to the top and
the early purchasers got it, whereas if it were sold from an
urn with a tap those who came last received all the cream.
But what if the milk had been skimmed before it was put in

either of these receptacles ? We want to make no im.

putation, but we cannot gather a particle of evidence
that such was not the case ; at any rate, such a case

could easily occur. What an excellent loophole of

escape, then, would Mr. Haden Corser’s judgment afford.
The milkman or vendor would only have to say that his
milk was put in a pan and the cream rose to the top, and
the early birds-no, the early purchasers-got the cream, or
that the milk was sold from an urn with a tap, and those
who came last received all the cream. In Mr. Haden Coner’s
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judgment this is good defence, so that the only question to
be decided is, What kind of vessel was it from which the
milk was poured ? The cream, however, or the bulk of it,
may never have been put in, be it pan or urn. We are not

sorry, as Mr. Haden Corser was, that in this case his

judgment was bound by a similar case which had been
decided in a superior court. The occasional use of a stirrer

would have obviated the necessity of bringing the case before
Mr. Haden Corser at all, granting, of course, that the cream
had been there. 

___

THE EDIBLES AT COUNTRY FAIRS.

A DEATH and illnesses which occurred recently at East
Liss, on the eastern borders of Hampshire, seem to point to
the need of a more stringent inspection by sanitary officers of
the edibles sold by itinerant stall-keepers at country fairs and
feasts. A labourer bought some fried fish at a stall at Peters-
field fair which made him very sick. He went to work as
usual next day, but was very ill, and returned to his lodgings,
having lost the use of his limbs. A medical man who was

called in found every symptom of poisoning, and the

necropsy confirmed the opinion that the death was due to
the diseased fish which the man had eaten. Several
instances of slight illness included the experience of
smother labourer, who ate very little of the fish he bought,
as it "tasted so unwholesome." The police were unable
to trace the vendors in this case, but a prior inspection
of the barrows might have obviated a fatal result. It is,
perhaps, a matter of wonder that we hear of co few fatal
illnesses contracted from the consumption of the contents
of the evil-smelling and dirty conveyances of peripatetic
costermongers. 

--

THE tSUNGTON INFIRMARY.

WINTRY weather has set in this year somewhat earlier
than its wont, and with it has come the usual influx of

patients into the metropolitan Poor-law infirmaries. A few

days’ frost or fog seriously interferes with the out-door

employments on which so many of the unskilled London
workers depend, pulmonary and rheumatic troubles show

themselves, no money can be earned, and the relieving
officer is the only resource. The poor also know that in
time of sickness they will have in the infirmary good
accommodation, food, nursing, and medical attendance, a
combination of benefits unattainable in their own homes;
and the natural consequence is that these applicants for
what is primarily medical relief are sometimes so

numerous as to cause anxiety to the parochial authorities.
There is every prospect that the Islington board of

guardians will have a difficult problem to solve during the
next two or three months. The parish contains more than
300,000 inhabitants, and as early as the middle of October
the inmates of the workhouse and infirmary largely exceeded
the regulation limit. According to the official certificate the
workhouse can accommodate 781 persons and the infirmary
473 ; but, as a matter of fact, there were 595 patients in the
infirmary on Oct. 13th. Now these are not, as a rule,
chronic infirm patients, lingering out their last years and in
but slight need of medical attendance ; on the contrary, this
infirmary is a busy hospital, into which during the present
year 1365 patients were admitted from Jan. lst to May 7th,
and 236 deaths occurred during the same period. This gives
a weekly average of nearly 76 new admissions and 13 deaths,
and some of our readers will hear with surprise that the labour
and responsibility of bestowing due attendance and care on
this aggregation of suffering humanity are shared between
only two medical officers. A little computation will show
that these gentlemen can hardly give more than a brief con-
sideration to individual cases, and as far back as last July
steps were taken by the guardians to create a third medical

I appointment, but when the day for selecting a candi-
: date arrived the guardians changed their minds and

decided that an additional medical officer was unnecessary.
, The question of providing further accommodation for the
; sick and destitute cannot be solved in this easy manner.

L Apparently the guardians hope to surmount the present
, difficulty by resorting to extemporised structures, but there
 is no reason to suppose that the winter admissions of sick
and destitute persons will be less in the future than at

present, and the wisest policy would no doubt be the prompt
construction of a new infirmary on a site sufficiently spacious
to permit the erection of such additional buildings as may
from time to time be required.

BRAVERY.

"HEROISM without risk " was the motto of Mr. Gilbert’s
band of brigands, but the heroism that is attended with
risk is widely exemplified in this (Thursday) morning’s
papers. The death of Fireman Sprague is a sad comment
on the dangers encountered in coping with a fire, and the
valour displayed by him and his companions is by this time
known throughout the land. Women, too, are not laggards
in bravery. The Times reports that the Royal Humane
Society have just presented three ladies-Miss K. Gelling,
aged sixteen, Miss Violet Ponsonby, aged eighteen, and

Mrs. G. Anderson-with testimonials for saving life. The

last-named nearly lost her life in saving a boy who was
bathing at Sherringbam ; Miss Gelling saved a boy bathing at
Castletown ; and Miss Ponsonby swam out, fully clothed, into
the Cookham rapid and saved a lady who was upset from a
canoe. These ladies are to be congratulated on their pluck
and the success which attended their efforts.

THE FACIAL NERVE AND LACRYMAL SECRETION.

IN a recent number of the IJdut:clw Medicinische Woollen-

sc7a&deg;ift Dr. Franke of Greifswald makes some remarks with
reference to the anatomical, physiological, and experimental
evidence regarding the nerve controlling lacrymal secretion.
Krause’s conclusion that the trigeminus has a decided
influence on this secretion and that the facial also takes
some part in its control is alluded to. The evidence for this

lay in the fact observed by Krause that complete extirpa-
tion of the Gasserian ganglion did not cause a complete
cessation of tears in the eye on the side on which

removal had taken place. Dr. Franke is inclined to refer

this effect, however, to injury to the greater superficial
petrosal nerve. The patient whose case Dr. Franke describes
showed complete paralysis of the left side of the face with
only slight secretion of tears on the affected side, although
the trigeminus was intact. His view is that the facial nerve

is the nerve of the lacrymal gland, and that disappearance
of the secretion is determined by a lesion of the facial nerve
either involving the geniculate ganglion or an even more
central part. -

THE DELMAR CHARITABLE TRUST.

MR. F. 0. T. DELMAR of Bayswater, who died on

Oct. 14th, has left 100,000 to his trustees to form a fund
to be called the Delmar Charitable Trust. Nine-tenths of
the annual income from this fund is to be divided between
selected charitable institutions in London or its neigh-
bourhood, "having regard to the relative importance
and magnitude of each institution." The testator ex-

presses his desire to benefit in particular the establish-
ments for the care and treatment of epileptic and
cancerous patients and the Royal Society for the Pre-
vention of Cruelty to Animals. It is to be hoped that the
trustees in their wisdom will select for the benefit of this
bountiful bequest those institutions more especially which
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have been established long enough to have a record of ably
administered benevolence, as this is the surest guarantee
that the charity has gained the confidence of the public.
The Cancer Foundation of the Middlesex Hospital stands
almost alone in this respect, and certainly deserves a sub-
stantial share of such support as the trustees can legitimately
divert to it. Founded in 1792, this permanent refuge for
victims from cancer still shelters the sufferers until "relieved

by art or released by death," and the present is a peculiarly
appropriate time for rendering it pecuniary assistance. His

Royal Highness the Prince of Wales presided last year at a
festival dinner to raise funds for providing a separate
building for patients suffering from incurable cancer, and up
to the present time a sum of over 8000 has been subscribed.
But the building will cost at least an additional R4000, and
further donations to the endowment fund are earnestly
invited by the governors of the charity in order to maintain
these poor afflicted people in comfort and thus relieve a

severe strain upon the general funds of the hospital.

THE WATER-SUPPLY OF HIGH BUILDINGS. I
THE immense height of the colossal office and business

buildings in the lower part of New York, where there are 1

scores of buildings ranging from twelve to twenty storeys
high, is, says the current issue of the Leisure Hour, bringing ’
forward a serious problem in connexion with water-supply. I
New York has an excellent water service from its great I
reservoirs at Croton, where its waterworks compare with
those of any of our own large cities. The water service gave
satisfaction until the era of twenty-storey buildings began.
Since then owners and tenants of these tower-like structures I

have been complaining that they are never able to obtain
water on the upper floors. The difficulty principally affects
buildings of more than fifteen storeys. The owners of the

buildings recently formed themselves into an organisation
and deputed a committee to discuss the position of affairs
with the mayor. It was then made plain that the fault was
not entirely with the supply of water. That was sufficient
to meet the needs of these tall buildings. The water could
be forced into the topmost storeys of them ; but to do so

would demand a pressure which would wreck the water

fittings in at least seven-tenths of the other buildings and
dwelling-houses in the city.

THE DANGERS OF DUELLING.

ALTHOUGH in the great majority of cases duelling with
the sword is not nowadays a very serious affair, the wounds
inflicted being generally of a trifling nature and by no means
dangerous to life, still occasionally, and especially when
one or other of the combatants is a tyro with his weapon,
graver consequences may ensue, and the contest which for

the most part is regarded as a formality becomes converted
into a fatality. When the pistol is the weapon employed
for the adjustment of disputes, it would at first sight appear
as though the risk of the encounter was considerably
augmented; but experience has proved that the firearm is
a far less lethal instrument of offence than what our Gallic

neighbours call ’7’e blanclte. This, no doubt, is owing to
the fact that ninety-nine men out of a hundred are exces-
sively bad shots for want of practice, being unable, as the
saying is, to " hit a haystack flying." In the early years of
the present dying century pistol shooting was an essential
portion of every "young blood’s" education, and none were
considered proficient until they could hit the ace of hearts
at sixteen paces, but happily the barbarous practice has now
completely died out even on the Continent, where duels are
not yet quite defunct. The foregoing reflections have been
suggested by a sad occurrence which recently took place
in Corsica. In consequence of a newspaper article
Dr. Alessandri, a retired naval officer, challenged the

editor, whose name is Benedetti, and a duel with pistols
was the result. Shots having been exchanged at thirty
paces without effect, the weapons were reloaded, and
the combatants once more confronted each other. The

signal was given, two shots sounded as one, and the
unfortunate Dr. Alessandri fell to the ground with a mortal
wound in his right side, from which he shortly afterwards
expired. Death was almost instantaneous, being due, as was
I shown subsequently at a post-mortem examination, to a

severed pulmonary artery. The deceased, who was a

Chevalier of the Legion of Honour, had seen a considerable
amount of service. As the President of the General Council,
who pronounced the funeral oration, said: "It was heart-
rending that a distinguished surgeon, who had passed with-
out a scratch through several campaigns, should fall a

victim to hazard in a paltry encounter which owed its origin
to the rancour of political passion."

THE INTERCOMMUNICATION OF HUMAN AND
ANIMAL DISEASES.

IN our correspondence columns is published a letter from
Dr. J. W. Allan suggesting the formation of institutions where
the intercommunicable diseases of man and animals could
be practically investigated. There can be no doubt as to

the importance of such investigation so far as mankind k

concerned, for the human species incurs much more risk oi

danger from the existence of communicable disorders in
animals than do animals from such affections in human

beings. However desirable it may be to have such investiga-
tions thoroughly carried out, there are grave obstacles to be
encountered in founding such establishments, the first and
most important being the provision of money. It is
almost certain that the Government will not provide it,
and it is to be feared that private benevolence cannot

be relied upon to achieve this object. So that it

is to be apprehended we must rely upon the estab-

lishments we already possess for the investigation of
allied subjects, such as the histological and pathological
laboratories of the medical and veterinary schools, and

special foundations like that of the British Institute of Pre-
ventive Medicine, to afford opportunities for learning more
of these transmissible diseases. There are now many
labourers in this field, both in this country and abroad, and
it must not be forgotten that the Local Government Board
has for many years past spent considerable sums of money
in the investigation of those disorders of animals which can
be conveyed to man. With regard to the suppression of
these diseases it has also to be remembered that medical

opinion is, at least, as regards some of them-rabies and
glanders, for instance-ahead of public and legislative
opinion. 

-

AMERICAN VIEWS OF ANTISEPSIS IN
MIDWIFERY.

THE New York Jledical Record of Oct. 5th gives an
interesting report of a discussion on the importance of

asepsis in the practice of obstetrics at the Medical Society
3f the County of New York, in which a comparison is made
between the methods and results of aseptic and antiseptic
midwifery as practised in four city institutions and the same
in the private practice of four physicians. In the institu-
tions the mortality was about one-eighth of 1 per cent., while
in the practice of the physicians it was one-fifth of 1 per
cent. The chief difference in the methods was that in the

hospitals the vaginal douche was practised before and after
labour and the pubes were shaved. The latter seems to us a

very questionable procedure, and the vaginal douches are
only less so. As to the great points of aseptic towels, clean-
ing the genitals, washing in the antiseptic sense the

accoucheur’s hands, there was a general consensus of opinion,
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and it is obvious that any practitioner who neglects
thoroughly to wash his hands and nails and to preserve the
asepticism of his clothes is not doing his duty to his patient.
The private practitioner must not allow his success to

fall below that of the public institutions. Dr. Reid,
the writer of the paper, while not objecting to the details
of hospital asepsis, did not think all of them necessary.
Dr. Tucker was glad to hear a private practitioner express
the opinion that milk fever was septic. He himself thought
it usually so, not always. Dr. R. A. Murray emphasised the
importance of personal cleanliness in the physician. " When
the physician kept himself and his hands clean he did not
have sepsis, no matter what the surroundings of the patient."
Dr. Reid had had but one death from sepsis in his last 458
cases. Dr. Thomas Darlington as a private practitioner made
not the least interesting contribution to the discussion. In

country or sparsely peopled districts he frequently found none
of the amenities of antisepsis. Soap, boiled water, or water of
any kind (!), were conspicuous by their absence. His success

was the record of the debate. "He had confined nearly
1000 women and had lost none from any cause. Whenever
there was sepsis he believed it came from the physician. He

carried bichloride tablets to wash his hands. He thought
the vaginal secretions helped the passage of the head and
that the douche retarded it." There is a ring of common
sense about these last remarks which will impress them on
private practitioners and fasten on them the responsibility of
clean aseptic hands. 

---

A CHILD’S RIGHT OF ASYLUM.

IT is to be hoped that we have not yet heard the latest
explanation of a case of cruelty recently decided in the
Marlborough - street Police court. A child, after being
grievously maltreated by her mother, had been removed
to the shelter of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Children. The mother, fearing prosecution, endeavoured to
resume possession of the child, but was prevented on the
request of the latter by the society’s officials. It will be
remembered that special provision is made by the Acts

relating to this form of cruelty for such an appeal
as this, and also that officials in charge of the

society’s shelters are entitled to give it effect. Naturally,
therefore, many persons have been surprised by the

announcement that a stipendiary magistrate of recognised
ability has taken an exactly opposite view of the merits of
this case, has denied the legality of the society’s action, and
has insisted on restoring the child to her mother’s keeping.
We confess that after a careful examination of the facts

upon which it is founded the justice of this decision entirely
baffles our comprehension. It would be interesting to learn
what form of sanction can be pleaded in its support. So far
none is evident, but, on the contrary, the process of justice
and the practical utility of the Acts appear to be hopelessly
irreconcilable. If, as would seem to be the case, the right
of appeal conferred upon children subjected to ill usage
cannot be exercised without a near prospect of parental
retribution, it is obviously a right of merely nominal value.

RHAMR.

ME. WILLIAM BENJAMIN DAVIES has recently been fined
Z22 4s. for infringing the Medical Act by falsely taking
and using the title of a surgeon. According to his solicitor,
llr. Davies had gone through the usual medical training
up to the final examination, from which he withdrew, so it
is quite possible that his medical knowledge was fairly
good. But he represented himself as being what he
was not, and richly deserved his punishment. His
offence is only too common nowadays in every depart-
ment of trade. You ask for bread and butter and get
presumably bread-though no one has yet denned what bread

is-and certainly margarine. It is fair to state that in a
recent case the purchaser was told beforehand by the
vendor that he would get margarine. Ground coffee is

openly sold as a mixture of chicory and coffee. It is useless
to say most people like it so-ninety-nine out of a hundred
English people do not know what coffee is. In an evening
contemporary was recently printed a prize menu for two

people to last a week ; among other items was a quarter of
a pound of coffee, price 4d. Conceive the infusion made
from four ounces of coffee at ls. 4d. a pound to last two
people a week ; but this kind of wash is the average house-
wife’s notion of coffee. A return to the methods of our
ancestors-the quack paraded through Cheapside with a
collar of " jordans " round his neck, the adulterator, whether
wholesale or retail, in the pillory at Charing-cross, with his
falsely named goods at his feet-would go a long way
towards purifying money-getting and preventing robbery.
An even more stringent punishment than these is on record,
the case being that of a falsifier of wine, who, being com-
pelled to drink some of his product, died. Perhaps if this
was carried out in every case the effects would be too

uniformly fatal, but the suggestion is one to be borne in

mind. 
___

CEREBRAL TUMOUR AND HYDROCEPHALUS.

DR. DiNKLBB recently published in the Deutsche Zeitse7ir,;,ft
fiir Nerven7eiLltu.nde a case of more than usual interest, both
in its clinical course and in the nature and extent of the

morbid conditions which were present. The following are
the particulars. A child, without any hereditary morbid
tendency so far as could be discovered, was seized in his third
year with a vague illness, from which he speedily recovered.
About four months before his admission, being then of the
age of four, he was found to have distinct weakness of
the upper part of the body and head, the weakness being
revealed in sitting, standing, or walking. He also appa-
rently lost control over bladder and rectum. He was found
to have a fairly big head, sluggish pupil reactions, swollen
discs on each side, weakness of the right side affecting
the face and limbs, normal sensibility, and an increased
knee-jerk on the right side. After a few days there
were sickness, somnolence, and finally loss of conscious-

ness ; after four weeks an epileptiform attack occurred,
with twitchings of the left side of the body, and there
were increased reflexes on both sides, and after three
months paresis of the left leg and an increase in the I

circumference of the head. On each side there was

distinct optic neuritis. On account of the increasing size
of the head puncture of the dura mater was performed
between the third and fourth lumbar vertebrse, and a

large quantity of fluid was withdrawn. The pulse, how-
ever, again became slow and finally irregular, and death
occurred seven months after the patient came under

observation. The diagnosis which was arrived at was

one of cerebellar tumour with hydrocephalus, but at the

necropsy it was found that there was a huge tumour of

the right cerebral hemisphere besides severe internal hydro-
cephalus. Microscopical examination revealed a high degree
of degeneration of the left cerebral cortex and atrophy,
through pressure, of the right parietal lobe. There was no

degeneration in the cerebellum, pons, or peduncles, but in
the spinal cord the posterior columns and roots, from the
cauda equina to the first cervical nerve, were very much

degenerated. The following is Dr. Dinkler’s view of the

connexion of the lesions and clinical phenomena. The
illness at three years of age had as a sequel internal
hydrocephalus. Then, in consequence of the advent of a
tumour in the neighbourhood of the right supra-marginal
gyrus, the symptoms of intracranial pressure were developed
- choked disc, headache, and vomiting. The tumour com-

pressed the hydrocephalus on the right side, causing an
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enlargement of the ventricle on the left, which led to

atrophy and degeneration of the cortex on this side. In

consequence of this right-sided weakness resulted, while an
extension of the tumour on the right side over the Rolandic
area gave rise to weakness as well on the left side, so that
before the end there was a condition of double hemiplegia.
The main points in the case are the presence of the usual
symptoms of cerebellar tumour and the absence of any
affection of the cerebellum, and the degeneration of the
posterior roots and columns associated with a central lesion.
The explanation of this latter condition is by no means
obvious.

THE CASE OF MISS LANCHESTER.

ON Friday, Oct. 25th, a Miss Lanchester, whose "views" 
"

on the subject of marriage are now public property, was
forcibly removed upon an urgency order to an asylum. On

Tuesday, the 29th, she was released by order of the Lunacy
Commissioners. In the interests of the medical man or men
who signed the certificate, no less than as regards the ques-
tion of the liberty of the subject, an inquiry into all the

circumstances is imperatively demanded, and we hope that
the proper authorities will promptly initiate such an inquiry.

A DISASTROUS GAS EXPLOSION.

THE past twelve months have been remarkable in bringing
into ugly prominence the defects that may happen, and that
may be productive of very serious results, in connexion with
all three of our service supplies-gas, water, and electricity.
It was about this time last year that we were confronted
with the dangers of explosion in the street boxes of the
electric mains, later (in February) the water mains were
frozen, and when the thaw set in the pipes were fractured
and several districts were without a regular service for many
weeks. To complete an unfortunate trio of disasters a
defective gas pipe has now been the means, it would appear,
of a sad and most serious occurrence. It happened on

Tuesday evening last, in a busy court in the Strand leading
to the closely populated district of Clare-market and directly
opposite Somerset House. An escape of gas had been noticed
in the court for some time, certain repairs had been

executed by the gas company not long ago, and on the
very day of the explosion men had been employed to make
good the pathway. In one or other of these operations it is

B possible that a defective repair was made, or that a good
repair was damaged and converted into a serious leak again
by the filling in of the gap and by pressure being pro-
bably brought to bear upon the stones or similar

materials in making up the hole. With the earthy stuff

saturated with gas as it must have been from the previous
leak, the fact of a strong smell of gas would not give rise to
any suspicion of a fresh leak. It is not difficult to imagine
as a consequence that the escaping gas then gained access
into and accumulated in the cellar of a house imme-

diately opposite, where it only required a light to

produce a terrible explosion. So terrible was the force of
the explosion that ensued that a house of three or four
floors collapsed completely. During the work of a most
plucky rescue amongst the scattered d6bris an adjoining
house fell literally to pieces, burying two firemen, one
of whom escaped with slight injuries, while the other
remained unextricated for ten hours. He was eventually
rescued and taken to King’s College Hospital, but the poor
fellow succumbed to his injuries. In all, some thirty-
one persons were injured, but no other loss of life was

reported. We understand that Colonel Majendie has in-

spected the scene of the disaster with a view to ascertaining
its precise cause. Though there seems little doubt that the
disaster was due to a considerable escape of gas, it is stated

by an evening contemporary that there appears to be a

I suspicion that some miscreant had been connected with the
occurrence, for the authorities of Scotland Yard have been

very active in obtaining full particulars. We sincerely hope
; that any suspicion of this sort will prove to be entirely
; unfounded. 

_ _

THE LATE MARK MORRIS.

ALL St. Bartholomew’s Hospital men will hear with

unfeigned regret of the death of Mark Morris, the steward
to that hospital. He was, and had been for many

years, so widely identified with the working of the

institution that his loss will be, perhaps, more generally
felt than that of any other official would be. Every-
one liked him, everyone knew him, and there was

no one but had the highest esteem for him. If a

patient went out of the hospital friendless and in need

Mark Morris was ever ready to help him, not only with
money or perhaps clothes, but also by genuine sympathy.
If an overworked house physician or house surgeon was
in despair owing to there being no vacant bed for an

urgent case the invaluable steward was applied to and
somehow or other managed to provide a bed. His was a

striking personality. He somewhat resembled in manner
and gait the late Provost of Eton, Dr. Goodford, as pour-
trayed in Vanity Fair, and had the Eaille shrewd kindliness
of disposition. He was a perfect mine of information as to
the history of the hospital, and although an admirable
organiser and man of business he was also a fair art critic
and an acute judge of old prints, of which he had a good
collection. After forty-five years of faithful service he has
gone to his rest, and though he will never be forgotten we
hope that the governors of the hospital will see their way to
establish some tangible memorial of so faithful a servant and
so good a friend. --

WE have received from the treasurer of Guy’s Hospital a
copy of a letter from Mr. Gladstone to him urging the
claims of the hospital to public support. This eloquent
letter has, we are certain, fallen under the notice of most of
our readers in the daily press, so that we need not quote its
words. If anyone can advance the cause in which it has

been written he will be serving the sick and poor in the
most efficacious and direct manner.

As we have intimated, there has been unavoidable delay
in the structural alterations of the premises of the General
Medical Council, which makes it impossible for the usual
November meeting to take place there. It is contemplated
to postpone the meeting for some weeks. This is no doubt
a serious course ; but there are said to be difficulties in the

way of holding the meeting in any other place.

THE Lord Bishop of London is, we regret to hear, suffering
from a sharp attack of acute tonsillitis. The report, how-
ever, as we go to press is that his lordship’s condition is

much improved, though he is still very weak.

DR. J. B. BRADBURY will deliver the Bradshaw Lecture of
the Royal College of Physicians of London, "On some New
Vaso-dilators," on Tuesday, Nov. 12th, at 5 P.3i.

THE dinner of the Metropolitan Police Surgeons’ Associa-
tion, arranged for Oct. 31st, has been unavoidably postponed.

WE regret to learn of the death of Inspector-General Sir
William Mackenzie, K.C.B., C.S.I., i4LD., which took place
on Tuesday last at the ripe age of eighty-four. Sir William
Mackenzie was an honorary physician to the Queen and had
seen much service in India under Sir Hugh Rose and Lord
Napier of Magdala.
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ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS OF
LONDON.

DEBATE ON THE PETITION FOU ADMISSION OF WOMEN TO
THE EXAMINATIONS AND DIPLOMAS.

AN extraordinary Comitia of the Royal College of Physicians
of London was held on Thursday, the 24th ult., the Pre-
sident, Sir J. RUSSELL REYNOLDS, Bart., being in the chair.
Communications were read from the Royal College of

Surgeons of England reporting the proceedings of the Council
on July 29th and Oct. 10th; and asking for the appointment
of delegates to confer with delegates of the Royal College of
Surgeons of England upon the question of altering the
arrangements of the Five Years’ Scheme adopted by both
Colleges in January, 1892. The delegates of the Royal
College of Surgeons of England were Mr. T. Bryant, Sir W.
.1lacCormae, Mr. H. G. Howse, Mr. C. Heath, Mr. R.

Harrison, and Mr. T. P. Pick.
The PRESIDENT nominated as the delegates of the Royal

College of Physicians of London Dr. Ord, Dr. Norman Moore,
Dr. E. Liveing, Dr. Cayley, Dr. Poore, and Dr. F. Taylor.
A petition from the officers and teachers of the London

School of Medicine for Women, and of the staff of the Royal
Free Hospital and others, praying the College to admit the
students of that school to the examinations and diplomas of
the College, was read by the Registrar.

Dr. C. WEST, as the senior Fellow present, rose to move
that the petition be not granted. He remarked that eighteen
years ago the same question was debated in the College, and
the admission of women was rejected by 68 votes to 16.
The same privilege was sought for now-namely, the admis-
sion of women to become members of the College, to take
part in its work, and to have the right even of occupying the
presidential chair. It was the bounden duty of the College,
before granting such a request, to ask the reasons for its
being claimed. Quoting from an inaugural address by the
founder of the movement for the admission of women to the
medical profession, he said that the grounds put forward
were those of opening to them a career of serious occupa-
tion-one which rendered them independent of marriage for
a position, and which saved them from the fear of poverty ;
and he contrasted such aims with the high and impersonal
motives that used to be put before the newly-admitted
graduates of the University of Berlin as guiding their career
in medicine. He admitted that many fell below these

high requirements, but considered that women had duties
to fulfil nearer to them than that of following the medical
profession; or if they had no home ties there were many
other avenues open to them in which to earn a live-

hhood, such as teaching and nursing, pursuits for which they
were far better fitted. But in regard to their claims to
follow callings similar to those adopted by men, they were
pleading as if they were deprived of their heritage, un-
mindful of the fact that in all times the highest homage
had been rendered to woman. The question of the
fitness of women to practise medicine was not in any
respect one of their ability to pass examinations. There had
always been learned women who were not out of proportion
to the number of learned men. But what claim had they to
be introduced into the College? &deg;. What had they done for
midwifery, which for a century and a half was entirely in their
hands’ Even their writers on this subject-as Madame La
Chapelle and Madame Boivin-were largely assisted in their
works by medical men. They had invented no new pro-
cedures, and he would ask what contributions to medicine
had proceeded from the female practitioners in America
dariug the fifty years or so of their work there, or from
those in England ‘! Had they done anything to raise the
- -tcmdard of medical ethics, and how would medical questions
be assisted in debate or otherwise by their partaking in
them? Even on the lower ground of expediency there was no
need for this change, which was regarded but as a step to
their admission to other professions. It was not a mere
social change, but a social revolution that was threatened-
a shooting of Niagara." He trusted that all the Fellows

would see that it was something more than the dignity of
the College that was at stake, it was the whole question of
the position of women in the social body, and he expressed
the hope that in the interests of women themselves the
Fellows would show that they still retained the old spirit of
chivalry in spite of the onslaughts made on it by the
new woman, and refuse to countenance a movement which
might ultimately lead to the revival of the legend of Pope
Joan in the occupancy of the presidential chair. He
moved: "That the Royal College of Physicians having
maturely considered the petition of the officers and teachers
of the London School of Medicine for Women, and of the
staff of the Royal Free Hospital and others, praying the
College to admit the students of that School to the examina-
tions and diplomas of the College, decline to grant the
prayer of the petition."

Sir J. FAYRBB, in seconding the motion, said that the
question was one in which he had never desired to take part,
but upon which he felt strongly. He would not follow
Dr. West in his arguments of the fitness of women to prac-
tise medicine, that not’ being the question before them,
which was one concerning the dignity of the College and
the expediency of admitting women to its examinations
and diplomas. He did not question their fitness, but
he did doubt the propriety of altering the constitution
of the College - an ancient corporation of scientific
men - for the sake of a dangerous experiment. Such
a proposal might indeed be reconsidered after ladies had
been admitted to the Senate, Bench, or Bar. Turning to
the question of zenana work in India, Sir J. Fayrer said that
so far as his experience went there was no difficulty in the
way of medical men entering the most jealously guarded
harem when there was need for their services, and he thought
too much had been made of this argument. There was,
indeed, scope for educated women to instruct native women
in the principles of prevention of disease, but no need of
them as doctors. He said that the many portals whereby
women could enter the medical profession proved that there
was no necessity for the College to also open its doors, and
he failed to see either the expediency or propriety of there
being ladies admitted to their meetings; for of course if
they were admitted as Licentiates they would qualify to
become Members and Fellows.

Sir B. W. RICHARDSON said that he had no desire to

encourage women to enter the profession of medicine, but he
could not support the proposal to reject this petition to the
College. He reminded the Fellows that in the past the

College had more than once done injury to itself by refusing
to take steps in advance. About ninety years ago it de-
clined to take the lead in establishing a new order of practi-
tioners, so that it was left to the Society of Apothecaries to
fill the breach, and for fifty years by itself perform a duty
which the College eventually had to take up. So now it was
not to the interest of the College that the duty of licensing
women for medical practice should be left in the hands
of other bodies. He reminded the Fellows that when the
College was first founded there had never been a woman
at the head of the State, but since then four women
had sat on the throne, and it was not consistent
to exclude women from medical practice whilst recog-
nising their fitness to govern the country. As to the plea
that, were this petition granted, a woman might one day
become President of the College, he pointed out that since he
became a Fellow thirty-five years ago there had only been
five or six Presidents, and therefore it was very improbable
that the contingency alluded to would be likely to occur
within a period of years, when perchance public opinion may
have quite changed, and when possibly women may have failed
to maintain their position ; and if so, what injury would be
done to the College ? But if., on the other hand, they rose
and became a power, there might not be anything very
incongruous in their obtaining the highest offices.

Dr. C. J. HARE felt that it would be a dereliction of duty
if he did not express some of his thoughts on the subject. It
was true that women could pass examinations as creditably
as men ; but they had no capacity for creating knowledge
or advancing it. They had done nothing in music, although
far more of them had studied than had men, who alone filled
the ranks of composers. In mathematics there had, it is
true, been a Miss Herschell and a Mrs. Somerville, but even
these talented women had not extended our knowledge of

mathematics. Yet it was asked to admit women into the
medical profession, where they were not wanted, and

even in India they were not really needed. He reminded


